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RUSSELL GOODRICK — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [6.21 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about the life of Russell Goodrick. Russell 
was a presenter on Channel Nine and a Logie Award winner. He made an absolutely massive contribution to the 
state of Western Australia and I think it is completely appropriate that I take the next few minutes to acknowledge 
in this house the contribution that he made and to seek to celebrate his life. 
In the President’s gallery tonight, we have Tom and Rodney Goodrick; his partner, Dominica; Dale Ritchie and 
his wife, Kaye, who were close friends of Russell; Rodney Udall and his wife, Noëlle, who are long-time friends 
from the London days back in the 1960s; and Julie Matheson, who is the leader of the Western Australia Party, 
and Stephen, who is the secretary of the Western Australia Party. 
Just to give a bit of context, Russell not only was a fantastic media guy in Western Australia, but also had some 
political ambition. He was part of the team that put together the Western Australia Party and he ran as a candidate 
in a number of state elections. There was formerly a member of the Western Australia Party in this house, but he 
was not re-elected, so the Western Australia Party did not have the opportunity to make a member’s statement. 
I contacted Julie and made the offer to do that, not only on my behalf because I knew Russell personally, but also 
on behalf of the party, as I thought that was the appropriate thing to do. 
I first met Russell in about 1993, when I was a young bloke and on my first ever reporting job as a journalist. I was 
doing it for free as a volunteer for a community radio station, and Russell was in charge of all the media for the 
Avon Descent. I raced up there for a weekend and spent time talking to Russell. That was my first opportunity to 
meet Russell. He was a warm and gregarious guy. He had all the responsibility for the Channel Nine crew and had 
helicopters landing. It was in the heyday of television, when it was a pretty exciting place to be. Despite all the 
noise, action and partying that was going on, Russell went out of his way to make sure that I, as a brand new journalist, 
volunteering in my first ever job, got what I needed and had a tent to sleep in, which he was a bit embarrassed about 
because he wanted to put me up in a hotel. He could only find me a tent, so he put me up in a tent and looked after 
me. That was the first time I met Russell. He struck me as being a really genuine guy. 
As I said, I had some more contact with Russell over the years. He worked in television. He was a newsreader. I have 
some notes that I want to refer to because there was a fair bit going on in his life. In fact, at the end of my speech, 
I may, with your support, President, offer the document to Hansard, because there is quite a lot that I am not going 
to be able to get through in the minutes I have. 
Michael Russell Goodrick was born in Manchester, England. Russell was an Australian citizen with eight children of 
Australian and Greek heritage whom he loved dearly. He worked for a Fleet Street publisher and Harlech Television 
in the east, while dabbling in theatre. He also worked at Harrods. I can see him working at that place. He was a tall, 
handsome dude when he was younger and I can imagine him walking the aisles of that shop. 
He worked in radio and television in New South Wales and Victoria, before coming to TCN9 in Sydney. He made 
the big trek across the Nullarbor in 1974 and was the number one newsreader for Channel Nine Perth for six years, 
before leaving to set up a successful public relations and marketing agency. He then turned his efforts to producing 
TV programs. I think his business created over 1 000 episodes, so it was a massive contribution. While he was at 
Channel Nine, he was the lead newsreader. I am sure that many members would remember Russell’s dulcet tones 
when he read the news. Nine’s news share went up significantly; it was the news leader, with 52 per cent of the 
audience in 1982. He was also awarded a Logie for best personality in 1983. I am pretty sure that a newsreader 
has not won a Logie since. It was a bit of an amazing thing for him to achieve. 
It was not just the television stuff, and there was plenty of it. In fact, just prior to his passing on 10 May, he had 
been going to Esperance to work on a film called Before Dawn, which is yet to be released. It is a movie that stars 
some Australian actors. It will be a fantastic movie when we see it. I understand Russell was doing some work as 
an associate producer. He was on his way down there when he had an attack of pancreatitis and was flown to Perth 
by the Royal Flying Doctor Service. He spent a couple of weeks going up and down and finally succumbed on 
10 May at the age of 72 years. 
It was not just the stuff that Russell did on TV and with people; he did plenty. He was always helping out by coaching 
university students. His business was considered to be the largest independent producer of television programs; it 
had 70 full-time staff for nearly a decade at one point. It was all the other stuff he was doing. He was a founding 
member of the board of directors for Football West and he was on the board of directors for Soccer West Coast. 
He was a non-executive director of publicly listed company Lumacom, which apparently has the highest billboard 
on the New York skyline. He was the director of his public relations agency and the weekend newsreader at 
Channel Nine for some time. He did a heap of other things as well. 
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Russell shared with me his heartache about not being able to have regular contact with a couple of his children. It 
really drew hard on his heart. I could see his passion for that and how it really affected him. He sought to get involved 
in politics to see whether he could bring about some changes in that space. He was very compassionate and reached 
out and helped other people who were in the same situation. I know that Russell helped the men’s health and 
wellbeing director. He was part of Parents Beyond Breakup, looking after men and women and helping prevent 
people from committing suicide. He was very motivated. He came along and met Julie and the team. They started the 
Western Australia Party. Russell ran as a candidate in the Darling Range by-election and got six per cent of the 
vote. That was pretty good. More recently, he ran for one of the seats in Perth in the 2021 election. 
Russell did some work with Football West. As I mentioned, he received a Logie award and was the number one 
newsreader in Western Australia from 1979 to 1985. He had the highest rating TV news audience. He was inducted 
into the Football Hall of Fame, and honoured by Football West, the Inventors Association of Western Australia 
and organisers of the Avon Descent. I will offer my documents to Hansard. 
In closing, I wish to say that Russell was a fantastic guy. You could not meet a better bloke. He was really good at all 
the stuff he put his hand to. He had a great personality and connected with people. It did not matter where you were 
or from what walk of life, Russell would squeeze up next to you and have a chat. We will remember him. 
I seek leave to table the documents. 
[Leave granted. See paper 427.] 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [6.31 pm]: I want to thank Hon James Hayward 
for bringing this matter to the house and to extend my condolences to Russell Goodrick’s family, his party colleagues 
and his friends on behalf of the government. I am of the generation that remembers “Russell told me so”. He was 
certainly a television icon in Perth. It was a shock to everyone that he passed in the way that he did. On behalf of 
the government, I extend our condolences to you. 
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